
 

 

Cambridge United Football History & 

Abbey Stadium on Newmarket Road 
The team was established in 1912 and initially named “Abbey United”, after the 

Abbey area where it was set up. The team settled in the Abbey Stadium and after 

years of playing local amateur leagues, became professional in 1949. Cambridge 

United Football Club entered the promised land of the Football League in 1970 for the 

first time. It was the latest twist in the tale of Cambridge football because people had 

already been playing the beautiful game in the city for centuries. It all started with 

the Roman game of harpastum that was an early form of football.  The next landmark 

moments were in 1579 when there was a town against gown match that ended in a 

brawl. Then in 1848 the teams in the area met to establish one uniform set of rules as 

a way of preventing fights and disagreements.  These football rules were written on 

papers fixed to the trees on Parker’s Piece and, later, when the Football Association 

was founded in 1863, they used the Cambridge rules. This history shows that Football 

has been at the centre of Cambridge’s culture for generations. 

 

  


